
   

WILTSHIRE SCHOOLGIRLS ON A MISSION TO PROTECT BEES 

 

A group of girls from Wiltshire have made it their mission to protect bees 

following news that the population is in decline – and could pose potential 

risks to major crops. 

 

Freya Pigott, 17, is heading the team from St John’s school in Marlborough, which is 

campaigning with Fixers to show people just how important bees are to 70 types of 

crops in the UK which rely on bees to pollinate them.  

 

Bees are important because they pollinate a third of everything we eat and play a 

vital role in sustaining the planet’s ecosystem. But last week, a UN body – the 

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 

(IPBES) - said pollination, which is directly responsible for 5-8 percent of global 

agricultural production, is at risk. 

 

Freya says: ‘The decline of the bee population is something that few people know 

about and even fewer people know how to act upon. It is an issue that is happening 

so quickly - but we have the power to change the outcome.’ 

 

The group made up of students Rosie Good, Becki Nash, Olivia Snell and Lizzie 

Hunter has created a booklet to help educate people on what they can do to help. 

https://issuu.com/fixersdesign/docs/bee_aware  

 

Freya says: ‘It makes me incredibly sad that the bee population is struggling, 

especially as a lot of it is down to human actions, such as mass-use of 

pesticides/insecticides and the dramatic loss of meadows for them to pollinate. 

Humans can often take the outside world for granted, however it’s so vital that we 

care for this beautiful world we live in.’ 

 

Media release 

http://www.fixers.org.uk/index.php?module_instance_id=11312&core_alternate_io_handler=view_fixer&data_ref_id=14241
https://issuu.com/fixersdesign/docs/bee_aware


Freya, from Devizes, Wiltshire, hopes the booklet will help people understand which 

plants to grow in their gardens that are bee friendly. 

 

She says: ‘I want the local community to know that they have the power to make a 

difference and change what is happening. They can do that by lobbying for certain 

pesticides to be banned, buy local honey or simply planting flower seeds.’  

 

Freya hopes the community will pull together to tackle the issue. 

 

She says: ‘Their extinction is preventable, however it’s down to everyone to act. This 

is a problem that is affecting everyone and it’s crucial we join together in acting.’ 

 

The group plans to distribute their booklet to the local community with the help 

of Wiltshire Beekeepers Association. 

  
Fixers works with young people aged 16-25 across the UK by providing them with 

resources to help them campaign on issues they feel strongly about.  

The charity has helped more than 18,000 youngsters across the UK to have a voice 

in their community on issues such as cyber-bullying, self-harm, suicide or 

transphobia. 

For more information or to make a donation to fund more Fixer projects, visit 

www.fixers.org.uk 

For images, interviews or more information, please contact Carrie Garrad on 
carrie@fixers.org.uk or 07525745556. 
 

Notes to editors 

 

About Fixers: 

 

 Since 2008 more than 17,000 young people in England have become Fixers 
and created around 1,800 projects. With a £7.2 million grant from the Big 
Lottery Fund, Fixers extended into Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland in 
2013. 

 “Fixers started in 2008 as just an idea… an idea given a voice by some 
17,000 young people over the past five years,” says Margo Horsley, Chief 
Executive of Fixers.   
“They have reached thousands of people with their work, on a national stage 
as well as in and around where they live. They choose the full array of social 
and health issues facing society today and set about making their mark. 
Fixers are always courageous and their ideas can be challenging and life-
changing, not just for themselves.”  

http://www.wiltshirebeekeepers.org.uk/home
http://www.fixers.org.uk/


 There are lots more stories about young people doing great things on the 
Fixers website, Twitter and Facebook pages: 
www.fixers.org.uk 
www.twitter.com/FixersUK 
www.facebook.com/FixersUK   

 

About the Big Lottery: 

 The Big Lottery Fund supports the aspirations of people who want to make life 
better for their communities across the UK. We are responsible for giving out 
40% of the money raised by the National Lottery for good causes and invest 
over £650 million a year in projects big and small in health, education, 
environment and charitable purposes.  

 Since June 2004 we have awarded over £8 billion to projects that make a 
difference to people and communities in need, from early years intervention to 
commemorative travel funding for World War Two veterans.  

 Since the National Lottery began in 1994, £34 billion has been raised and 
more than 450,000 grants awarded.  

 Contact the Big Lottery Fund Media team on 0207 211 1888 or email 
press.office3@biglotteryfund.org.uk, out of hours 07867 500 572 
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk 
www.twitter.com/BigLotteryFund 
www.facebook.com/BigLotteryFund 
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