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Orphan who is graduating from Cambridge encourages 

more care leavers to apply 

Will Lyon-Tupman was brought up in foster care after his parents died. Although he never 

dreamed of studying at Cambridge, he will be graduating this summer 

A boy who was brought up in foster care after losing both parents is proud to be graduating 

from Cambridge this summer. 

Will Lyon-Tupman is now keen to see other care leavers reach their full potential and has 

teamed up with Fixers, the charity which gives young people a voice, to tell his story. 

The charity helped him share his story on ITV News Anglia last week. Click here to watch the 

Fixers footage. 

Will was just four when his father had a heart attack. His mother brought him up for nine 

years before suffering a heart aneurism, leaving the then 13-year-old alone. 

The 22-year-old, who is graduating in theology, says: ‘I was devastated when my mother 

died, it was a difficult time and I became very depressed. 

‘Now when I look back, I think the experience made me a stronger person. I wanted to do 

well to make them proud.’ 

Will was taken in by a foster family, who encouraged him to push himself academically in a 

similar fashion to his late father, who was a teacher. 

With guidance from his foster parents and from social services, Will learned that he could 

apply to Cambridge and receive special support for care leavers.  

He says: ‘When I was growing up, I never dreamed I’d go to Cambridge. I remember thinking 

it was out of my reach. 

‘I feel really lucky with the foster family that I have had and how they have encouraged me 

to realise my full potential and support me every step of the way on the road to Cambridge 

University. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eiLaNXr2ELY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eiLaNXr2ELY&feature=youtu.be


'I think it's the responsibility and the duty of every foster family to encourage the children in 

their care. Every young person deserves the same chances.' 

Will was shocked to learn that just 12 care leavers attend Cambridge at any one time. 

He says: ‘I went to an open day aimed at care leavers and heard that there were around 12 

people from care at any given time.  

‘This is something we really need to address, and now I’m part of the team at Cambridge 

that runs open days to encourage people from foster care to apply.’ 

Fixers works with young people aged 16-25 across the UK by providing them with resources 

to help them campaign on issues they feel strongly about.  

The charity has helped more than 18,000 youngsters across the UK to have a voice in their 

community on issues such as cyber-bullying, self-harm, suicide or transphobia. 

For more information or to make a donation to fund more Fixer projects, visit 

www.fixers.org.uk 

Pictures attached. For more images, interviews or information, please contact Harriet 
Hernando on harriet@fixers.org.uk or 01962 810 970. 
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About Fixers: 

 

 Since 2008 more than 18,000 young people in England have become Fixers and 
created around 2,000 projects. With a £7.2 million grant from the Big Lottery Fund, 
Fixers extended into Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland in 2013. 

 “Fixers started in 2008 as just an idea… an idea given a voice by some 18,000 young 
people over the past five years,” says Margo Horsley, Chief Executive of Fixers.   
“They have reached thousands of people with their work, on a national stage as well 
as in and around where they live. They choose the full array of social and health 
issues facing society today and set about making their mark. Fixers are always 
courageous and their ideas can be challenging and life-changing, not just for 
themselves.”  

 There are lots more stories about young people doing great things on the Fixers 
website, Twitter and Facebook pages: 
www.fixers.org.uk 
www.twitter.com/FixersUK 
www.facebook.com/FixersUK   

 

About the Big Lottery: 

http://www.fixers.org.uk/
mailto:harriet@fixers.org.uk
http://www.fixers.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/FixersUK


 The Big Lottery Fund supports the aspirations of people who want to make life 
better for their communities across the UK. We are responsible for giving out 40% of 
the money raised by the National Lottery for good causes and invest over £650 
million a year in projects big and small in health, education, environment and 
charitable purposes.  

 Since June 2004 we have awarded over £8 billion to projects that make a difference 
to people and communities in need, from early years intervention to 
commemorative travel funding for World War Two veterans.  

 Since the National Lottery began in 1994, £34 billion has been raised and more than 
450,000 grants awarded.  

 Contact the Big Lottery Fund Media team on 0207 211 1888 or email 
press.office3@biglotteryfund.org.uk, out of hours 07867 500 572 
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk 
www.twitter.com/BigLotteryFund 
www.facebook.com/BigLotteryFund 
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