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Southampton man makes powerful film warning of 

online predators pretending to be gamers.  

 

A gaming enthusiast from Southampton is encouraging youngsters to beware of sexual 

predators when playing online. 

  

Matt Seabrooke, 24, has seen the dangers of online grooming after his friend was tricked 

into sending nude pictures of herself to another gamer, who was pretending to be of a 

similar age. 

  

He’s now teamed up with Fixers- the national charity that gives young people a voice - to 

create a powerful film which he hopes will inform others his age of the risks so they can take 

better precautions. 

 

Watch here. 

  

‘Many games these days are interactive so you can chat to other people from all over the 

world,’ says Matt. 

  

‘My friend and I are in the same group online so we talk all the time. She was devastated 

when it happened to her and has really bad trust issues now. 

  

‘If there are other people in the game, she’s scared to speak up. 

  

‘It’s scary to think that your parents can be downstairs thinking you’re talking with friends, 

when really, you don’t know who is on the other end.’ 

  

Matt’s fictional film features a boy who is being groomed online by a man fronting as a 

young gamer. 

 

Media release 

https://youtu.be/ol2I12JmlDQ


  

He plans to show the piece in schools and colleges to make people more aware of the risks 

associated with online gaming. 

 

‘I’ve experienced it myself,’ he adds. ‘People give me links to external websites or ask really 

personal questions to get information, but I’m wise to it. 

  

‘That’s why I created this film because many young people can get easily led and don’t 

always know what’s going on. 

  

‘Sometimes there can be financial risks too. These people will offer cheat codes for money 

so players can get further in the game. 

  

‘It’s a shame because gaming is like a sanctuary for me and many others. When things get 

hard in life I can jump into a new world online, but knowing that these people are out there 

makes me think twice. 

  

‘Hopefully this campaign can help others steer clear of these individuals.’ 

   

Fixers works with young people aged 16-25 across the UK by providing them with 
professional resources to help them campaign on issues that matter to them.  
The charity has helped more than 20,000 youngsters across the UK to have a voice in their 
community on issues such as cyber-bullying, self-harm, suicide or transphobia. 
For more information or to make a donation to fund more Fixer projects, visit 
www.fixers.org.uk 
 
Picture attached: Matt Seabrooke. For more images, interviews or information, please 
contact Naumaan Farooq on naumaan@fixers.org.uk or 0161 249 9438. 
 

Notes to editors 
 
About Fixers: 
 

 Since 2008 more than 20,000 young people have become Fixers and created over 
2,200 projects. With a £7.2 million grant from the Big Lottery Fund, Fixers extended 
from England into Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland as well in 2013. 

 “Fixers started in 2008 as just an idea… an idea given a voice by some 20,000 young 
people over the past nine years,” says Margo Horsley, Chief Executive of Fixers.   
“They have reached thousands of people with their work, on a national stage as well 
as in and around where they live. They choose the full array of social and health 
issues facing society today and set about making their mark. Fixers are always 

http://www.fixers.org.uk/
mailto:naumaan@fixers.org.uk


courageous and their ideas can be challenging and life-changing, not just for 
themselves.”  

 There are lots more stories about young people doing great things on the Fixers 
website, Twitter and Facebook pages: 
www.fixers.org.uk 
www.twitter.com/FixersUK 
www.facebook.com/FixersUK   

 
About the Big Lottery: 

 The Big Lottery Fund supports the aspirations of people who want to make life 
better for their communities across the UK. We are responsible for giving out 40% of 
the money raised by the National Lottery for good causes and invest over £650 
million a year in projects big and small in health, education, environment and 
charitable purposes.  

 Since June 2004 they have awarded over £8 billion to projects that make a difference 
to people and communities in need, from early years intervention to 
commemorative travel funding for World War Two veterans.  

 Since the National Lottery began in 1994, £34 billion has been raised and more than 
450,000 grants awarded.  

 Contact the Big Lottery Fund Media team on 0207 211 1888 or email 
press.office3@biglotteryfund.org.uk, out of hours 07867 500 572 
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk 
www.twitter.com/BigLotteryFund 
www.facebook.com/BigLotteryFund 
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