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Children should be taught that creativity can lead to 

a career says Leeds teen 

 

A Leeds sixth former is urging young people not to automatically rule out a future career 

doing something creative. 

  

Jemma Watson, 17, is studying Art, Media and Photography A-levels at Crawshaw Academy 

but says she was always encouraged to stick to more academic subjects when she was 

younger. 

  

So she is campaigning with Fixers – the charity which gives young people a voice - to 

encourage artistic children to realise that there are a wealth of job prospects out there 

which could utilise their talents. 

  

With support from the charity's team of in-house media professionals, she has created a 

flashcard game which is designed to be used in schools. 

  

Jemma, from Bramley, says: ‘During secondary school, it seemed to me that if I was doing 

well in academic subjects I wasn’t allowed to do creative subjects. I felt like I wasn’t allowed 

to make that choice.’ 

  

Jemma – who plans to train as an art teacher – says it wasn’t until she was inspired by a 

teacher in Year 9 that she really appreciated the subject. 

  

‘I thought art was a rubbish lesson until that teacher sat down with me and showed me how 

to make art interesting’ she adds. 

Media release 

http://www.fixers.org.uk/index.php?module_instance_id=11312&option=publish_fixer_revision&revision_number=3&data_ref_id=15757&display_video=true&core_alternate_io_handler=view_fixer&t=1492085753#11312


  

Determined to tackle the perception of art as a ‘soft’ subject, Jemma says specialising in the 

subject can in fact lead to a wealth of careers in various industries.  

  

The student believes children should be encouraged to realise this from an early age. 

  

Aimed to be used as a classroom activity for primary school pupils, Jemma’s flashcard game 

gets them talking about the huge variety of art-based industries that exist from computer 

animation to fashion design, and software development and marketing. 

 

To view Jemma’s flashcard game, click here. 

 

‘There are people who want to take art at university but their parents say they won’t get 

anywhere with it,’ explains Jemma.  ‘As soon as they hear the word ‘art’ they automatically 

think of fine art artists. 

  

‘They don’t realise that there are all sorts of jobs out there.  There are so many different 

career choices but you don’t realise until you start looking into it.  If children knew this from 

an early age it could really open up opportunities for them. 

  

 ‘My parents weren’t that happy at first when I told them I wanted to do something with art, 

but when I showed them that I have a career path in mind and that it’s possible to get there, 

they were fine with it.’  

 

Fixers works with young people aged 16-25 across the UK by providing them with 

professional resources to help them campaign on issues they feel strongly about.  

The charity has helped more than 20,000 youngsters across the UK to have a voice in their 

community on issues such as cyber-bullying, self-harm, suicide or transphobia. 

For more information or to make a donation to fund more Fixer projects, visit 

www.fixers.org.uk 

 
Pictures attached: Jemma Watson. For more images, interviews or information, please 
contact Sarah Jones on communications@fixers.org.uk or 01962 810970. 
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About Fixers: 

 

http://www.fixers.org.uk/news/15755-11208/creative-career-dreams.php
http://www.fixers.org.uk/


 Since 2008 more than 20,000 young people have become Fixers and created over 
2,200 projects. With a £7.2 million grant from the Big Lottery Fund, Fixers extended 
from England into Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland as well in 2013. 

  “Fixers started in 2008 as just an idea… an idea given a voice by some 20,000 young 
people over the past nine years,” says Margo Horsley, Chief Executive of Fixers.   
“They have reached thousands of people with their work, on a national stage as well 
as in and around where they live. They choose the full array of social and health 
issues facing society today and set about making their mark. Fixers are always 
courageous and their ideas can be challenging and life-changing, not just for 
themselves.”  

 There are lots more stories about young people doing great things on the Fixers 
website, Twitter and Facebook pages: 
www.fixers.org.uk 
www.twitter.com/FixersUK 
www.facebook.com/FixersUK   

 

About the Big Lottery: 

 The Big Lottery Fund supports the aspirations of people who want to make life 
better for their communities across the UK. We are responsible for giving out 40% of 
the money raised by the National Lottery for good causes and invest over £650 
million a year in projects big and small in health, education, environment and 
charitable purposes.  

 Since June 2004 they have awarded over £8 billion to projects that make a difference 
to people and communities in need, from early years intervention to 
commemorative travel funding for World War Two veterans.  

 Since the National Lottery began in 1994, £34 billion has been raised and more than 
450,000 grants awarded.  

 Contact the Big Lottery Fund Media team on 0207 211 1888 or email 
press.office3@biglotteryfund.org.uk, out of hours 07867 500 572 
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk 
www.twitter.com/BigLotteryFund 
www.facebook.com/BigLotteryFund 
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