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Ferhaz Alam only recently got his driver’s license, but he already knows the damage
reckless driving can cause.
Inspired by events in his Bradford community, the aspiring clinical practitioner has
teamed up with Fixers, the charity giving young people a voice, to create an air
freshener to promote the importance of driving safely.
‘Before we started the project, in my local community, there were a lot of dangerous
car accidents, involving a lot of young lads that went to school with my friends,’ the
20 year-old explains. ‘There was one massive crash, where four young men died,
and there were a few near misses with friends ending up in critical conditions in the
hospital.
‘Hearing about accidents like that, it just opens your eyes and makes you think.’
Statistics from the Department of Transport show there were 1,793 road deaths in
2017, which averages out at five deaths a day. Combined with injury statistics, the
total number of casualties for 2017 rises to 170,993.
Ferhaz and his friends decided to take action against the statistics and designed an
in-car air freshener with the words ‘one second, one life.’
‘An air freshener is going to be there all the time even when the smell is gone,’ he
explained. ‘It’s always in your face, in your view when you’re driving, and if it stands
out, a lot of people look at it. The message is to be cautious, because that one
second of putting your foot down can take someone’s life.’
Going forward, the group want to spread the message in as many places as
possible.
‘We’re going to be visiting schools and going to local car washes and giving them out
there; just really going about and handing them out ourselves.
‘We’re targeting all drivers: always drive safely, because you never know what the
consequences are going to be.’
This project was supported by the Road Safety Trust.
Fixers works with young people aged 16-25 across the UK by providing them with
professional resources to help them campaign on issues they feel strongly about.

The charity has helped more than 23,600 youngsters across the UK to have a voice
in their community on issues such as cyber-bullying, self-harm, suicide or
transphobia.
For more information or to make a donation to fund more Fixer projects, visit
www.fixers.org.uk
Picture attached: Ferhaz Alam.
For more images, interviews or information, please contact Matthew Mills on
matthew@fixers.org.uk or phone 01962 810970.
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Since 2008 more than 23,600 young people have become Fixers and created
over 2,400 projects. With a £7.2 million grant from the Big Lottery Fund,
Fixers extended from England into Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland as
well in 2013.
There are lots more stories about young people doing great things on the
Fixers website, Twitter and Facebook pages:
www.fixers.org.uk
www.twitter.com/FixersUK
www.facebook.com/FixersUK

