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Young female plumber from Yorkshire creates 

campaign – urging women to work in construction  

 

'It does shock me a bit in this day and age that women are still having to fight for their 

rights. People can do so much regardless of their sex.' 

 

A plumber from Haworth is working with Fixers, the campaign to give young people a voice, 

to show that women are more than capable of successful careers in construction.    

  

26-year-old Lysette Hacking is a level 3 qualified plumber. She has won numerous awards 

for her plumbing, but feels that because she is female, she was discriminated against when 

she was looking for a job. 

  

She wants to level the playing field and get more women to pursue careers in construction.  

  

'If I could pinpoint one thing I wanted to change, it would be having a 50/50 blend, so that 

men and women are working side by side and bringing their individual strengths into a 

trade,' she says.    

 

Lysette says: 'When I realised I was being discriminated against it really hurt.  

  

'I won an Apprentice Of The Year award in the north west and I was my college Apprentice 

Of The Year, so when I was applying for jobs I didn't understand why I wasn't hearing 

anything back. 

  

'It got to the point where I started to apply as 'L Hacking' rather than putting my full name. 

After the first application I did that with, I got a call back. They did a telephone interview, 

that's when they realised I was female and I didn't hear anything after that.  
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'I've worked so hard for what I've got, and for someone to take that away just because I'm 

female really hurt.'  

  

Lysette later succeeded in getting a job at Calderdale College, Yorkshire.  

 

She created a film with Fixers, the charity which helps young people to campaign on issues 

which matter to them, which was shown to students there. To watch the film click here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5pptedwJt0  

 

Dr Gemma Sweeney, business development officer at Huddersfield University's School of 

Applied Sciences, supports the campaign. She says: 'If you look at tradespeople in general, 

currently 6% of the workforce in the trades are female which is very low. 

  

'I think employers tend to think: "Well, why would she want to do that, would she be able to 

fit into my team?" and I think women that really want to do these professions sometimes 

have to work a little bit harder.'  

  

Lysette adds: 'Throughout history women have been trying to get into roles that they were 

not previously invited into - like the Bronte sisters, who were also from Howarth. It’s nice to 

think I have a small part in that.'  
 

Fixers works with young people aged 16-25 across the UK by providing them with 

professional resources to help them campaign on issues they feel strongly about.  

The charity has helped more than 22,000 youngsters across the UK to have a voice in their 

community on issues such as cyber-bullying, self-harm, suicide or transphobia. 

For more information or to make a donation, visit www.fixers.org.uk 

Pictures attached:  Lysette Howarth, Dr Gemma Sweeney, stills from film.  
For more images, interviews or information, please contact Tiffany Sherlock on 
tiffany@fixers.org.uk or 01962 790 045. 
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About Fixers: 

 

 Since 2008 more than 22,000 young people have become Fixers and created over 
2,200 projects. With a £7.2 million grant from the Big Lottery Fund, Fixers extended 
from England into Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland as well in 2013. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5pptedwJt0
http://www.fixers.org.uk/


  “Fixers started in 2008 as just an idea… an idea given a voice by some 22,000 young 
people over the past nine years,” says Margo Horsley, Chief Executive of Fixers.   
“They have reached thousands of people with their work, on a national stage as well 
as in and around where they live. They choose the full array of social and health 
issues facing society today and set about making their mark. Fixers are always 
courageous and their ideas can be challenging and life-changing, not just for 
themselves.”  

 There are lots more stories about young people doing great things on the Fixers 
website, Twitter and Facebook pages: 
www.fixers.org.uk      ww.twitter.com/FixersUK      www.facebook.com/FixersUK   

 

About the Big Lottery: 

 The Big Lottery Fund supports the aspirations of people who want to make life 
better for their communities across the UK. We are responsible for giving out 40% of 
the money raised by the National Lottery for good causes and invest over £650 
million a year in projects big and small in health, education, environment and 
charitable purposes.  

 Since June 2004 they have awarded over £8 billion to projects that make a difference 
to people and communities in need, from early years intervention to 
commemorative travel funding for World War Two veterans.  

 Since the National Lottery began in 1994, £34 billion has been raised and more than 
450,000 grants awarded.  

 Contact the Big Lottery Fund Media team on 0207 211 1888 or email 
press.office3@biglotteryfund.org.uk, out of hours 07867 500 572 
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk     www.twitter.com/BigLotteryFund 
www.facebook.com/BigLotteryFund 

  

 

 

http://www.fixers.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/FixersUK
mailto:press.office3@biglotteryfund.org.uk
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/
http://www.twitter.com/BigLotteryFund
http://www.facebook.com/BigLotteryFund

