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Born with Diplegic Cerebral Palsy, Faith Martin missed two years of school as a 

result of bullying that left her unwilling to enter the classroom.  

Her condition requires her to use an electric wheelchair for mobility, and also affects 

her right hand, making it hard for her to perform some basic tasks like holding a drink 

or cutting up food. 

Now, The 17 year-old from Portsmouth has made a film sharing her experience, 

which she hopes will raise awareness about the consequences of bullying for both 

the victims and the perpetrators, and encourage people to speak out.  

‘Because I was bullied, it got to a point where I realised I had to do something about 

it, and I thought it would be a good idea to share my own experience and help other 

people struggling with it, because I wish I’d had something like that,’ she explained. 

‘At school, I was teased with name calling, and used to have people pressing buttons 

on my wheelchair so I couldn't move.  I was also in hospital for some of the incidents 

as I was frequently pushed out of my chair.’ 

Research by the Institute of Education found that children with disabilities are twice 

as likely to be bullied as other students. 

Faith says this bullying was not dealt with appropriately by her school. 

‘My teachers ignored my requests for help; one mocked me in the staff room for 

crying,’ she explained.  

For Faith, the bullying had a detrimental effect on her education.  

‘I didn’t want to go in at all,’ Faith explained. ‘I did miss out on things, because I 

didn’t get the right grades at GCSE, so I am re-taking some. I’m at college and I’m 

still doing my maths now. I think my experiences did have an effect on my grades.’ 

Despite these setbacks, Faith is now studying Business and IT at Portsmouth 

College and wants her experiences to be an asset moving forward.  

‘I do want to be a teacher for children with disabilities, and I really want to be able to 

help others that go through similar experiences.  

Faith’s story was funded by The Blagrave Trust 
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Fixers works with young people aged 16-25 across the UK by providing them with 

professional resources to help them campaign on issues they feel strongly about.  

The charity has helped more than 23,600 youngsters across the UK to have a voice 

in their community on issues such as cyber-bullying, self-harm, suicide or 

transphobia. 

For more information or to make a donation to fund more Fixer projects, visit 

www.fixers.org.uk 

Picture attached: Faith Martin. 

For more images, interviews or information, please contact Matthew Mills on 

matthew@fixers.org.uk or phone 01962 810970. 
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About Fixers: 

 

 Since 2008 more than 23,600 young people have become Fixers and created 
over 2,400 projects. With a £7.2 million grant from the Big Lottery Fund, 
Fixers extended from England into Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland as 
well in 2013. 

 There are lots more stories about young people doing great things on the 
Fixers website, Twitter and Facebook pages: 
www.fixers.org.uk 
www.twitter.com/FixersUK 
www.facebook.com/FixersUK   
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