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Hengoed woman creates film to show the importance of 

youth clubs and prevent closures 

Shauna Webb wants to show key decision makers what a difference youth 

clubs make to children’s lives  

A young woman from Hengoed has launched a campaign to demonstrate the positive 

difference youth clubs can make to children’s lives. 

21-year-old Shauna Webb and her team want to show that a world without youth clubs is a 

pretty sad one and encourage key decision makers to keep them open.  

They have created a film with Fixers – the charity which gives young people a voice - to 

explain how a lack of education and safety provided by a youth club could have serious 

consequences.   

You can view it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lE1qLY8a8WI  

‘The film is really powerful and gets the message across. We just want to keep youth clubs 

open,’ she says.   

‘Youth clubs engage, educate and encourage young people to communicate. They build 

confidence and they teach you all about the world, even things like sex education. 

‘Children can go and chat with other people their age and the youth workers about their 

problems. 

‘It’s a fun, educational, safe social space where young people can gather and be themselves. 

They will lose out if they close and I don’t want children in the area to go through that. 

‘Without continued funding and support the future could look pretty sad.’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lE1qLY8a8WI


The team will be launching their film at the annual youth work conference in Cardiff on 

March 21, attendees of which include the minister for Welsh language and lifelong learning 

Eluned Morgan.   

‘We’re feeling really positive about the launch event. We want people who deal with youth 

clubs and help keep them open to see the film and see how important they are,’ says 

Shauna.   

Shauna has experienced the positive impact of youth clubs first hand and has been 

attending Cefn Hengoed youth club since she was 12. 

‘When I was younger I was pretty quiet and I’d just hide myself away in the corner, but 

going to the youth club helped me to gain confidence. At first I wouldn’t talk to anyone, but 

the youth workers helped me through it and gave me activities to do which built my 

confidence. 

‘We do arts and crafts, there’s a pool table and we can learn things like cooking skills. 

‘We’re asking the government to please continue to support youth clubs and look after our 

future.’   

Fixers works with young people aged 16-25 across the UK by providing them with resources 

to help them campaign on issues they feel strongly about.  

The charity has helped more than 22,000 youngsters across the UK to have a voice in their 

community on issues such as cyber-bullying, self-harm, suicide or transphobia. 

For more information or to make a donation to fund more Fixer projects, visit 

www.fixers.org.uk 

Pictures attached. For more images, interviews or information, please contact Molly 
Kersey on molly@fixers.org.uk. 
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About Fixers: 

 

 Since 2008 more than 22,000 young people in England have become Fixers and 
created around 2,000 projects. With a £7.2 million grant from the Big Lottery Fund, 
Fixers extended into Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland in 2013. 

 “Fixers started in 2008 as just an idea… an idea given a voice by some 18,000 young 
people over the past five years,” says Margo Horsley, Chief Executive of Fixers.   
“They have reached thousands of people with their work, on a national stage as well 
as in and around where they live. They choose the full array of social and health 
issues facing society today and set about making their mark. Fixers are always 

http://www.fixers.org.uk/
mailto:molly@fixers.org.uk


courageous and their ideas can be challenging and life-changing, not just for 
themselves.”  

 There are lots more stories about young people doing great things on the Fixers 
website, Twitter and Facebook pages: 
www.fixers.org.uk 
www.twitter.com/FixersUK 
www.facebook.com/FixersUK   

 

About the Big Lottery: 

 The Big Lottery Fund supports the aspirations of people who want to make life 
better for their communities across the UK. We are responsible for giving out 40% of 
the money raised by the National Lottery for good causes and invest over £650 
million a year in projects big and small in health, education, environment and 
charitable purposes.  

 Since June 2004 we have awarded over £8 billion to projects that make a difference 
to people and communities in need, from early years intervention to 
commemorative travel funding for World War Two veterans.  

 Since the National Lottery began in 1994, £34 billion has been raised and more than 
450,000 grants awarded.  

 Contact the Big Lottery Fund Media team on 0207 211 1888 or email 
press.office3@biglotteryfund.org.uk, out of hours 07867 500 572 
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk 
www.twitter.com/BigLotteryFund 
www.facebook.com/BigLotteryFund 
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