
 

 

 

 

 

Broadcast Researcher – South West/West 

Fixers, the successful campaign that helps young people make a difference on issues that 

are important to them, is looking for a Broadcast Researcher to help make films for regional 

television news programmes, mainly in the south west and west. The Broadcast Researcher 

will stay abreast of Fixer projects and establish new contacts and projects that might be of 

interest to the TV audience. They will propose, research and set up stories, suggest story 

elements, and ensure that shooting days go smoothly. They may be required occasionally to 

self-shoot some story elements, provide second camera coverage, and direct sequences 

with the broadcast crew. The Broadcast Researcher will be a journalist, with a proven track 

record, who is familiar with television and the technologies that go with it. They must be a 

self-starter, capable of working on their own – based at home – well organised, ambitious 

and determined. They must be able to work easily with young people from all social and 

cultural backgrounds, inspiring and motivating them to become Fixers, and finding new and 

novel ways to tell broadcast stories about them. They will be expected to regard evenings 

and weekends as part of their normal work pattern, and will be entitled to time off in lieu 

for any additional hours worked. They will be expected – like all team members - to work in 

other disciplines when necessary, and to provide support or resources to other parts of 

Fixers. 

Fixers is a project run by the Public Service Broadcasting Trust [PSBT] funded by the 

National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund. 

 

Reporting to: Editorial Director / Producers 

Salary Range: £27,500-32,500 

Based: South West  

Deadline: 28th April 2017 

Contact: broadcastjobs@fixers.org.uk 

 

mailto:broadcastjobs@fixers.org.uk


JOB DESCRIPTION 
 

Researcher - Broadcast 

 

Type of position: Six month contract   
 
Responsible to: Editorial Director / Broadcast Producer 
 
Responsible for: N/A 

Purpose of role:  The Broadcast Researcher works closely with Young Peoples Co-
ordinators in their allocated regions – and/or works independently – to maintain an over-
view of all Fixer projects, and develop for broadcast projects and stories that might be of 
interest to the TV audience. They work closely with their assigned Broadcast Producer, 
propose and set up story elements, and then ensure that shooting days run successfully.  

Key Duties and Responsibilities: 
 
1. Work closely with Young Peoples Co-ordinators, or independently, to promote Fixers to 

young people, encourage the development of projects, and identify those for broadcast. 
 

2. Liaise with regional Producer and Editorial Director to target projects for coverage based 
on their human stories or the ‘social issues’ they touch, in the context of the national or 
local news agenda, local public opinion and previous regional Fixer films. 
 

3. Mentor, organise and liaise with target Fixers to ‘draw out’ their projects, develop ideas 
with them, and involve Creative Resources, where appropriate. Explain and address the 
needs of the broadcast film. 

 
4. Use objective and independent editorial judgement to propose and set up shooting 

elements for the broadcast film, in close discussion with the regional Producer, to 
explain the issue/story in the best possible way to the audience.  
 

5. Set-up logistics for shoot days, visit and arrange locations and contributors, request or 
book crew[s], transport and hotels, Creative Resources, special equipment, and 
subsistence for broadcast team [or all contributors, where appropriate]. 
  

6. Ensure shooting days run smoothly and safely, in close co-operation with Producer, by 
ensuring the timely arrival of participants, efficient movement to and use of locations. 
 

7. Expect to work flexible hours including evenings and weekends, when necessary. 
 

8. Prepare or gather all necessary paperwork for the shoot on standard Fixers templates, 
including; one-page Brief on each story, Call Sheet and Risk Assessment, all necessary 
release forms and any other legal permissions. Pass to Broadcast Administrator. 
 
Any other duties as reasonably required. 



PERSON SPECIFICATION 
 

Job Title:   Researcher – Broadcast  
 
Purpose of role:  Find Fixer projects for broadcast, set-up and ensure shoot runs smoothly. 
 
 

 
 Criteria or Competency 

 
Essential or Desirable 

Knowledge 
Understanding of the news agenda, and the operation of 
local news and current affairs television [and/or radio], 
including desirable story elements, the needs of a 
Producer/Director, the logistics of taking groups of young 
people and crew to different locations safely and efficiently, 
television equipment, expressions, logistics and methods. 
Preferably with some knowledge of cameras and editing. 

 
E 

Experience 
At least two years experience in a research or equivalent 
role in television and/or five years as a journalist in local 
radio. Other supporting experience as a journalist in 
local/national newspapers or news agencies.  

 
D 

Skills 
Extremely good at dealing with young people of all 
backgrounds, sexual, racial, culture and ability. Organised, 
methodical and thorough. Self-starter with an understanding 
of the logistics and requirements of TV. Good at working 
with other broadcast professionals. Resourceful, quick-
thinking and inventive. Able to propose creative elements 
and solve issues or problems that might arise. Preferably 
able to use a ‘second camera’ [Z1 or similar]. Possibly able to 
use Final Cut Pro. 

 
E 

Approach 
Sympathetic, patient, encouraging and calm. Not afraid of 
the pressures of working in broadcast. Sense of humour! 

 
D 

Qualifications 
Degree level education [not necessarily a media degree] or 
experience amounting to equivalent.  

 
D 

. 

E = essential criteria/competency for the post 
D = desirable criteria/competency for the post 

 

 


