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Greenisland PS standing to 
lose almost £20,000 from its 
budget, Victoria PS around 
£16,00, Model PS almost 
£14,000 and Central PS near-
ly £13,000. Also facing re-
ductions by over £10,000 are 

E d e n  P S  a n d 
Whitehead PS. 
T h e r e  w o u l d 
be a cut around 
£8,000 for Oak-
field PS, £5,000 
for Woodburn 

PS and £3,000 for St Nicho-
las’ PS with Silverstream PS 
reduced by £234. Boosted by 
the revised scheme would be 
Woodlawn PS by £27,000 and 
Sunnylands PS by £2,000. Fig-
ures were not provided by the 
department for Acorn Inte-
grated Primary School.

Mr Beggs urged people to 
respond to the consultation, 
which runs until October 17.

every schools annual budget is 
calculated, known as the Com-
mon Funding Formula, large 
numbers of local primaries 
and post primaries are going 
to be hit from next year on-
wards.

“ I  h ave  h ad 
sight of the hypo-
thetical reworked 
budget for 2013-
2014 had it been 
based on the re-
vised calculations 
and it is clear that had these 
cuts been brought in this year 
they would have had a devas-
tating impact on local schools 
and parents.

“Using this year’s figures 
as a benchmark it is clear that 
when the changes are brought 
in from next April the cuts will 
be severe.” 

Department figures, ac-
cording to Mr Beggs, indicate 

Had these cuts been 
brought in this year 
it would have had a 
devastating impact

Primary sector faces 
budget cuts - MLA
Fundamental changes to how 
individual annual school 
budgets are calculated will 
have a negative impact on 
most Carrick primary schools, 
it has been claimed.  

The stark warning came 
from East Antrim MLA Roy 
Beggs after it was recently re-
vealed to the Education Com-
mittee at Stormont that a large 
numbers of schools across the 
province would be receiving 
less money following a revi-
sion to the Common Funding 
Scheme. 

The primary sector, Mr 
Beggs alleged, will be par-
ticularly hit, with only two 
- Sunnylands and Woodlawn - 
seeing an increase in funding.

Mr Beggs said: “Local 
schools definitely need to be 
aware of what the Department 
of Education is proposing. Fol-
lowing a raft of changes to how 

Education: Public response to consultation urged

Campaign

Suicide prevention theme for billboard

Sami Cullen pictured in front of the suicide 
prevention billboard in Carrickfergus 
town centre.  The 24-year-old has worked 
to promote suicide awareness in the bor-

ough since the loss of her brother Jay in 
2007.  The billboard campaign was  estab-
lished in partnership with UK-wide charity 
Fixers.  INCT 38-721-CON

*

‘We need to be open 
to talking about 

suicide in order to 
make changes’

Campaign aims 
to break stigma 
over suicide
A Carrick woman  is seek-
ing to ‘break the stigma’ over 
suicide in the borough  with 
the help of a young people’s 
charity.
Campaigner Sami Cullen, 24, 
joined with UK-wide organi-
sation Fixers to create a bill-
board aimed at helping those 
who are feeling suicidal to un-
derstand they are not alone.

The billboard is current-
ly being shown at the end of 
Irish Quarter and Albert Road, 
where it will remain for anoth-
er week.

Sami lost her younger 
brother Jay to suicide in 2007 
when he was just 16.  “Jay was 
an avid Glentoran support-
er and really loving to all he 
knew.  He brought so much 
happiness into all our lives, 
and was a friend to all,” she 
said. 

Community:  Prevention theme for billboard

“I’m always trying to do 
something to raise awareness; 
the billboard is a really good 
way of trying to break the stig-
ma over suicide; it’s something 
that happens but people never 
really talk about.

“There are lots of people 
who are willing to help, if you 
just reach out. Be it Lifeline, 
Lighthouse, your GP, or a fam-
ily member, just 
talk to someone.”

S a m i’s  b i l l -
board campaign 
coincided with 
World Suicide 
Prevention Day, 
which takes place every year 
on September 10. 

The idea was supported by 
East Antrim MLA Roy Beggs 
Jr, who attended an aware-
ness event organised by Sami 
in Carrick Town Hall in April.  
“Roy Beggs had been speak-
ing at a Fixers launch earlier 
that same day and he put us in 
touch,” she said. 

Having lost her brother, 
Sami hopes her campaign can 

help raise awareness of sup-
port services and ensure oth-
ers like Jay don’t take the same 
decision.

“It scares people but we 
need to be open to talking 
about the issue in order to 
make changes,” she added.

“I know this billboard 
won’t fix everything, but I 
believe it can be a starting 

point for getting 
people thinking 
about the sup-
port available to 
them.

“I truly be-
lieve hope is pos-

sible, change is possible and 
prevention is possible.”

Fixers is a charity which 
supports young people across 
the UK to take action and 
change things for the better, 
addressing any issue they feel 
strongly about.

The award-winning project 
has already supported over 
9,000 young people to have an 
authentic voice in their com-
munity.

By Helena Scullion
helena.scullion@jpress.co.uk
@Carrick_Times
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Market Stalls, Exhibitions, 
Craft Demonstrations, 

Live Music and lots more!

OPEN DAY

Everyone welcome!
Station Road, Larne BT40 3AA

Sat 7September10.30am –3.00pm


