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A GROUP of Andover young
people have been backed by
an award-winning lottery-
funded project in a campaign
calling for more support
services for people thinking
of committing suicide.

The team of three have worked
with Fixers, a charity which sup-
ports young people to campaign on
any issue they want, and have cre-
ated a short documentary to try and

prevent further deaths.
Five people took their own lives in

Andover over the course of a year,
according to Hampshire Coroner
figures released in September 2013 –
it was more than 10 in 2012.

The Fixers film tells the stories of

three men and shows how their
friends and family feel extra sup-
port is needed for young people hav-
ing suicidal thoughts in the town.

They screened the film to an audi-
ence of local service leaders at The
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Junction in Andover earlier this
month – with one simple message –
more support is needed for young peo-
ple having suicidal thoughts.

Representatives from Test Valley
Borough Council, Hampshire
Constabulary, Alabaré, Andover
Foodbank and Simplyhealth attended.

Andover-based Fixer Ashley Wright,

18, who supported a friend who
attempted suicide, is a leading mem-
ber of the group.

With his fellow Fixers Holly Preece
and Adam Perry, they are calling for
local authorities to set up a 24-hour
service to help those who are vulnera-
ble.

Ashley said: “We need to do more to
help young people considering suicide.
There are a lot of people in Andover

who have problems with their families,
relationships and drugs.

“Something needs to be done. Young
people here need help.”

Michelle Evans, youth engagement
worker at The Junction, attended the
screening and feels this important
message needs to be heard, especially
coming from young people them-
selves.

She said: “Young people sharing
their stories add weight to the cam-
paign to get something done, because
up until now it’s been quite hidden.

“Bringing it out in the open and hav-
ing it in people’s faces, so people can’t
deny what’s going on, is going to make
people have to wake up and see what’s
happening.”

Ashley hopes the positive response
received from the event will help get
his message across and spark local
services into action.

He said: “I think the screening went
really well and I feel very encouraged.
It means a lot to have people from the
council, police and organisations like
Simplyhealth turn up and listen to our
views.

“It makes a difference to the young
people to see that people do care.

“Maybe Andover will get a service
that can be opened in the future or a
Freephone number that young people
can call at any time if they have prob-
lems.”

MMeerrrryy CChhrriissttmmaass aanndd HHaappppyy
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Plea for 24hr help to
support vulnerable

THE group which has been working
to combat suicide for decades says
financial worries are an increasing
worry for its callers – especially
among men.

Before the recession just one call in
10 to the Samaritans was about
financial matters but in 2013 this had
increased to one call in six.

Samaritans has now launched a
campaign aimed at reducing the high
suicide levels among men in their
middle years from lower socio-eco-
nomic groups.

A major piece of academic
research, Men, Suicide and Society,
looked at why these men are at
greater risk of suicide.

Samaritans’ chief executive,
Catherine Johnstone, said: “It’s clear
that despite an improvement in the
economic outlook across the country,
there are still many people who
remain very worried about money,
jobs and housing.

“We know that suicide increases
during recessions and have been
receiving many calls from those most
affected by the economic fallout.

“As the nation’s listening ear, we’d
like to remind people struggling to
cope, that we will continue to be here
for anybody who needs someone to
listen to them.”

Samaritans can be contacted on
08457 909090.

Financial worries

CCaarr ddaammaaggeedd
A CONVERTIBLE car parked in
a layby in Tidworth’s Pennings
Road was damaged when
someone walked over the roof.

Police say the incident hap-
pened on Monday night and
added that a number of men
were seen gathered around the
vehicle at around closing time.

WWeeddddiinngg ddaayy
SIR George and Lady Young
returned to their family home in
Cookham for the wedding of
their youngest daughter Camilla
at Holy Trinity Church on
Saturday.

The groom was Mr Justin
Brooker. The happy couple
have known each other for
about a year.

CChhaarriittyy bbaazzaaaarr
TWO charities were the benefi-
ciaries of the Christmas bazaar
held at Kings Somborne
Primary School.

A total of £330 was raised and
will be divided between Help for
Heroes and the Unicef aid
appeal for victims of typhoon
Yolanda in the Philippines.

THE Andover
Advertiser will be
continuing its week-

ly school reports during
term-time in 2014. To be
featured in the free two-
page spread contact Joe
Faretra on 01264 321206
or email joe.faretra@
andoveradvertiser.co.uk.
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FOOTBALL’S coming homing
to Andover tomorrow.

After months of playing
away, Andover Town Football
Club will play at the Portway
Stadium.

The team is the top of the
Wessex League (Division 1).

Councillor Ian Carr, who
serves on the club’s board,
said: “It has long been my
ambition to see Portway
Stadium brought back in to

use hosting an Andover town
team.

“I am thrilled that the fund-
ing the council provided to
refurbish the stadium has
paved the way for the
Andover Town Football Club
to make it their home
ground.

“The move of the team back
to their home town in a
newly refurbished Portway
Stadium and their current

top off the league perform-
ance is great news for
Andover..

“I am also honoured to have
been elected to serve on the
club’s board. I look forward
to playing a part in shaping
and steering the club and
developing opportunities for
the stadium to be used by
sport providers across the
borough, particularly for the
benefit of young people.”

Football
back at
Portway
Stadium

Cllr Ian Carr
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